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Members: $75; Guests and Public: $85
Registration deadline: April 28

Member Name  

Guest(s) Name(s)  

Address   City   State   ZIP  

E-mail   Phone   Amount enclosed $ 
 I would like to support the Gala with a voluntary tax-deductible contribution of $ 

Luncheon Selections You can register by
1.  Going online to www.jasnachicago.org and pay 

using your Visa or MasterCard.
or

2.  Mailing your check—payable to JASNA-GCR— 
and this form to Cathy Feldman,  
 500 N. Lake Shore Drive, #1511 
 Chicago, IL 60611.

Starter: Salad of Mixed Baby Greens 

Entrees: Chicken Piccata
or

 Eggplant Schnitzel

Dessert: Poached Pear with Salted Caramel

GALA REGISTRATION FORM

✃

Choose one 
per person

Sþring Gala
Saturday, May 3, 2014 9:30 am–3:30 pm

Ballroom of the Woman’s Athletic Club of Chicago
626 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago • (Enter on Ontario Street)

Continental Breakfast
Three-Course Plated Luncheon

Mans�eld  Park: Money, Medicine and Moral Mayhem
 Dr. Sheryl Craig,  “The Economics of Mansfield Park, or 

 ‘How to make money’”
 Dr. Diane Capitani, “Saving Mr. Crawford”
 Dr. Cheryl Kinney, “What's the Matter with Lady Bertram?”

Regency Emporium from Figaro Parisian Interiors,  
Tables from Jane Austen Books and  

Laura Whitlock Millinery, and Used Book Sale Table
Plus some special surprises!
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From the

RegionalCoordinator
Jeffrey Nigro

A Woman of Substance
A few days before the 
JASNA Annual General 
Meeting in Minneapolis 
last September, I received a 
phone call from Gail Parker, 
the AGM Coordinator. A 
highly respected TV news 

program was sending a film crew to the 
AGM in order to do a story about Jane 
Austen “fandom”, and they were looking 
for people to interview. According to Gail, 
the TV people wanted a “Keri Russell 
Type.” Although I’m hardly an expert in 
popular culture, I did get the reference. 
They were apparently looking for someone 
who reminded them of Jane Hayes, the 
character played by Ms. Russell in Austen-
land, the movie version of Shannon Hale’s 
entertaining book of the same name. If 
you’ve seen the film, you know that the 
Jane Hayes character is presented as pain-
fully shy, socially awkward, and obsessed 
with Austen and the whole Regency make-
believe world that has been created around 

the Austen mystique. The décor of her 
apartment includes a life-sized cutout of 
Colin Firth as Mr. Darcy (which she kisses 
after a frustrated date lands a punch on 
it), and more Austenobilia than I ever knew 
existed. Jane has an opportunity to visit 
Austenland, a kind of Regency theme park, 
where she learns a few things about herself 
and other people, and about being able to 
distinguish between fantasy and reality.

Gail told me that the AGM Committee 
was trying to steer the TV crew towards 
speaking with “people of substance”. I was 
flattered that she would include me in this 
group, but I perhaps wasn’t particularly 
surprised when the film crew didn’t contact 
me–and not just because nobody could 
possibly confuse me with Keri Russell. In 
looking for someone who resembled the 
Jane Hayes character, it seemed that the 
TV people had succumbed to the notion, 
prevalent in current popular culture, that 
Austen fandom is all about nostalgia and 
escapist fantasy for people (women, partic-
ularly) who are too nerdy to face reality.

mailto:jeffnigro@mac.com
mailto:Wilphil33@yahoo.com
mailto:cf8594@gmail.com
mailto:lreinert@cusd200.org
mailto:pywieber@yahoo.com
mailto:okey.sara@gmail.com
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Members

or goofy bit of Austenobilia, but we also 
know that we can learn a lot about “reality” 
from reading her insightful novels. Like 
Austen herself and (at least some of) her 
characters, we also appreciate the value 
of a sense of humor. Anyone who thinks 
that Jane Hayes is a “typical” Austen fan 
doesn’t seem to have grasped the concept 
of using exaggeration for comic effect. The 
character’s creator, Shannon Hale, knows 
perfectly well that nobody can satirize 
Austen fandom better than Austen fans 
do. We know how to separate the fun and 
frothy sides of Austen admiration from a 
more. . .well, substantive appreciation of 
Austen as a great writer and thinker. 

I suppose these issues are on my mind as 
JASNA–GCR continues to observe the Year 
of Mansfield Park, arguably Austen’s most 
“substantive” book. The novel’s heroine 
could give Jane Hayes some serious compe-
tition in the Shrinking Violet Sweepstakes, 
but Fanny Price’s inner strength emerges 
gradually over the course of the story. From 
being “the lowest and last”, Fanny becomes 
a woman of substance in her own right.

The GCR Spring Gala on May 3 continues 
our celebration of Mansfield Park with 
speakers, food, fun and companionship–
ALL of substance. See page 8 for more 
information, and see you there!

I don’t want to join the chorus of people 
who complain about “the media”, but it 
does seem that whenever Austen is the 
subject of a media story, you can usually 
count on a lot of footage of the more whim-
sical aspects of Austen fandom. To be 
fair, you don’t need to be a media profes-
sional to realize that the vast majority of 
what goes on at AGMs and other JASNA 
events —intelligent, articulate people talking 
to each other about Jane Austen—may 
seem like heaven to some of us, but it 
doesn’t make for particularly scintillating 
television. On the other hand, the AGM 
Regency Ball, besides being a lot of fun, is 
definitely something to see! I must admit, 
though, that I wish the media would more 
consistently recognize that there is more 
to Austen and her admirers than that kind 
of fun. It can be done: Amanda Vickery’s 
delightful yet thought-provoking documen-
tary “The Many Lovers of Jane Austen”, 
partly filmed at the 2011 AGM in Fort 
Worth, is a case in point. 

The fact is that, as we Austen lovers know, 
there is no one with more “substance” 
than Jane Austen. We may sometimes 
use her books as a pleasurable, warming 
escape during difficult times, but we also 
know that there is no author who better 
prepares you for coping with life. Some of 
us do enjoy dressing up and dancing, and I 
will wager every one of us owns some cute 

New Members
Allyson Altenburg
Rachel Dorsey
Deirdre Hastings
Carol Montag
Mila Novak
Georgia Werich
Judith Williamson 

Thank You to  
Our Generous Donors
Russell Clark
Marsha Huff
Jeff Nigro
William Phillips
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February Meeting
Cathy Feldman

gentlemen or ladies became fashionable, 
for example the billiard and drawing rooms. 
Russell provided translations of Lover’s 
Vows, which originally was written in 
German. These made the inappropriate 
nature of the choice of play, in addition to 
the question of the propriety of performing 
in Sir Thomas’ absence, clearer. An English 
version of the play had had a successful 
run at Covent Garden, but the plot involved 
sex before marriage and an illegitimate son, 
two themes seemingly designed to foment 
trouble among the young, impressionable 
performers. Though slavery is directly 
mentioned only once (by Fanny) in the 
novel, Marsha made a convincing case 
that contemporary audiences would have 
recognized its presence. As her letters 
indicate, Jane Austen was knowledgeable 
about both the 1807 parliamentary act 
abolishing the slave trade in England and 
the current abolition movement. Though 
the book is not explicit about the use of 
slaves on the Bertram plantation, as a 
member of Parliament, Sir Thomas would 
have been aware of the efforts underway to 
abolish slavery itself. She concluded with 
an additional interesting historical note: it 
was the Earl of Mansfield who ruled in the 
1772 “Somerset case,” a decision that held 
that chattel slavery was not supported by 
the English common law. The decision led 
to an estimated 15,000 slaves in England 
and Wales gaining their freedom. Is the title 
of the book a coincidence?

After a brief time for questions and 
audience contributions, we headed back 
out to more snow and below-freezing 
temperatures. There were many of us 
who were talking about a perfect antidote 
for the winter’s challenges: rereading 
Mansfield Park.

Winter Meeting 2014
On February 9th, in the middle of one of 
Chicago’s coldest and snowiest winters, it 
was warm and festive inside the Parthenon 
Restaurant as over 80 Jane Austen 
fans gathered for the Greater Chicago 
Region’s Winter Meeting. It has become 
a tradition to gather there to sample our 
Greek favorites. . . saganaki, gyros, salad, 
moussaka, grape leaves, and baklava. . . 
before proceeding to the literary portion of 
the program.

This is the year of Mansfield Park; 
the 200th anniversary of its publica-
tion is the perfect time to focus on one 
of Austen’s more complicated novels. 
The panel discussion, The Three A’s of 
Mansfield Park: Architecture, Acting, and 
Abolition, featured three GCR members 
familiar to GCR audiences. Architecture 
was addressed by our very own Regional 
Coordinator and frequent GCR presenter, 
Jeff Nigro. Russell Clark, who focused on 
Acting, is with Study Group North America, 
and has a long-time interest in the theater, 
including productions of Austen novels. 
Our neighbor from Milwaukee, Marsha 
Huff, is Past President of JASNA, and last 
spoke to us on Vermeer at the Birthday Tea 
in 2008. This time her topic was Abolition.

Jeff began by pointing out that the house 
provides the title for the novel. While there 
is very little detailed description of the 
rooms or the grounds of Mansfield Park, 
much of the action of the novel takes 
place there, where the use of rooms and 
the atmosphere created are part of the 
story. He also mentioned that this was 
the time when public rooms in a country 
house moved from the ground floor to 
the first floor (an English version of the 
piano nobile), and rooms for use of either 
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February Photos
continued

Clockwise from top right: Georgia Parchem and Gail Hudgens looking forward to 
the discussion; Corinne Hill and Joan Lester ready to be entertained; Kathy Myers 
enjoying the day; the audience chats while waiting for the panel; Jo and Karen 
Sennet reveling in the event; audience waiting for the feast; Jeanne and Alan 
Liedtka savoring the afternoon; Frances, Del and Cindy Cahill make it a family 
outing; Debra Ann Miller performs the introduction for the moderator; Panelists— 
Russell Clark (Acting), Marsha Huff (Abolition), and Jeff Nigro (Architecture); 
Moderator Diane Capitani; Parthenon waiter with flaming saganaki prior to serving 
to the diners.  Photos courtesy of Margo Malos.
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What?!
In the just published Unusual Suspects: 
Pitt’s Reign of Alarm & the Lost Genera-
tion of the 1790s, Kenneth R. Johnston 
shows how William Pitt the Younger 
(prime minister, 1792-1798) “suppress[ed] 
domestic dissent. . .[with] trials for treason 
or sedition; jobs lost; contracts abrogated; 
engagements broken off; usual suspects: 
political activists; fellowships terminated; 
inheritances denied.” He lauds Robert Bage 
(1728-1801) whose 1796 novel Hermsprong, 
or Man as He is Not Austen had in her 
library and in which Bage deals with these 
pressing issues of the time. 

“With Austen, most of these larger social 
themes drop away,” Johnston writes, “and 
we are left with ‘pure’ character: young 
women of a largely homogeneous Protestant 
middle-class culture, who learn to add 
some humane dimensions to the other-
wise routine socio-political rite of passage 
in which they are, willy-nilly, both prizes 
and players: the marriage-and-fortune 
sweepstakes.”

But, a few sentences later he adds, 
“Of course, there are larger themes in 
Austen’s novels, such as the social posi-
tion of women and class change in times of 
national stress. But this is not why they are 
so popular, which has more to do with well-
spoken young people in attractive costumes 
behaving, if not exactly badly, sometimes 
not very nicely.”

And, finally, in a review in Elle of linguist 
Geoffrey Nunberg’s book Ascent of the 
A-word: Assholism, The First Sixty Years, 
Louisa Kamps writes: “After tracing the 
rise and fall of past eras’ terminology—the 
bounders and cads of Jane Austen’s day, 
the phonies who drove Holden Caulfield 
bananas—Nunberg shows how the A-word 
has become the favorite term of our time 
(even while we as a society are in many 
ways ‘as nice as we ever were’).”

Desert island contest
Eat, Pray, Love author 
Elizabeth Gilbert was 
interviewed by Kevin 
Nance in the Chicago 
Tribune on her new 
novel The Signature of 
All Things “about the 
life and loves of Alma 
Whitaker, a brilliant 
amateur botanist in 

early 19th-century Philadelphia.” Gilbert 
cites Dickens as “my role model in all 
things writing, but particularly in this 
book. At the same time I didn’t want to 
pretend that this book was written in the 
19th century. Dickens could never write 
about sex. Austen could never write about 
sex. Eliot could never write about sex, 
except in the most oblique way. I revisited 
[Middlemarch] again when I started writing 
this book. She’s probably my second-
biggest influence now after Dickens. . . I’m 
not a big Austen reader. I wouldn’t say I 
dislike her, but if I had to choose between 
her and Eliot to bring to a desert island, it 
would definitely be Eliot.”

Friendship
Austen is referred to by A.C. Grayling 
in his new book Friendship. “What these 
novels show is that in Austen’s ethics of 
friendship, the virtues of loyalty, love, 
steadfastness, frankness, honourable 
behavior and truth are the overriding 
ones; a friendship is not merely premised 
upon but constituted of these, or it is 
not a friendship. It turns out that this is 
her ethics of love too, because she has 
little time for infatuation as a substitute; 
the love tie must be mature, considered 
and chosen; in short, marriage is a form 
of friendship (friendship with the addi-
tion of babies, you might say) and has to 
achieve that status at the onset if it is to be 
achieved at all.”

Sightings/Citings
Elsie Holzwarth
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My Little Pony
Sara Okey

Can You Ever Really Own a Horse?
When my sister and I were little, we 
shared a copper piggy bank. Any 
time we earned money for doing a 
chore, received birthday money from 
relatives, and discovered a penny on 
the sidewalk, we put it in the pig. We 
would count the money once a week 
and watch the belly grow fatter and 
fatter, and we knew that as time marched 
on that we were getting closer to our goal.

This little piggy bank was our horse fund.

We were determined to own a pony not just 
because we enjoyed playing with the plastic 
substitutes, but because we wanted to have 
a real live horse that we could ride, clean, 
and love. Basically, we wanted a four-legged 
member of the family. 

Who could blame two little girls for wanting 
to continue a rich tradition of equestri-
anism? In fact, horses play a prominent role 
in the lives of the characters in Mansfield 
Park. Horses literally and figuratively carry 
major aspects of the novel from practicing 
daily exercise, conducting transportation, 
and gambling to displaying household man-
agement skills, testing proper etiquette, and 
practicing manners.

Could I still achieve my childhood dream? Is 
it too late? I must not be alone in this line 
of thought, so I have created a list that will 
help determine if a horse is right for you. 
Consider getting a horse if any or all the fol-
lowing apply:

1. You wish to continue a British legacy. Arabian 
horses were bred with the larger English 
mares and produced the Thorough-
bred. Just like the English language 
(originating from French and Germanic 
languages), this hybrid was built to last. 

2. You wish to be a “bad girl”. In Austen’s day, 
Letty Lade participated in horse races, 
dressed like a man, and swore in public. 
Basically she was a magnet for atten-
tion and scandal. No wonder she was 

a favorite of the Prince Regent. And 
besides, who really wants to be 
known as the “nice” one? Not this 
gal!

3. You wish to show off your wheels. 
Since carriages were custom built, 

they were more expensive than the 
horses that pulled them. Almost every 

carriage was a unique design. So your 
own black beauty would be the perfect 
prelude to your custom Ferrari.

4. You wish to use a secret language. Ladies who 
rode side saddle renamed the directions of 
“left” and “right” to “near” and “off”. There-
fore, hearing the sentence “You were way 
off” has and entirely different meaning.

5. You wish to go green. A 1000 pound horse 
averages 50 pounds of manure a day. 
That figure translates to nine tons a year. 
Imagine the gratitude that your neigh-
bors will have for your environmental 
astuteness. 

6. You wish to be a gardener. Did you read how 
much manure a horse produces? The 
manure has to be moved to your growing 
tomatoes so you can have a salsa party 
with your neighbors.

7. You want to show support for the military. Riding 
outfits regularly drew inspiration from the 
military, with close cut coats, cravats, and 
military shakos. Salute!

8. You want a friend (a human friend). Many 
riding and races clubs formed in Austen’s 
England thanks to the popularity of 
horses. So don your velvet cigar jacket, 
fluff your ascot, and head to your exclu-
sive establishment.

There’s something nostalgic about horses. 
You feel connected to a simpler time. You feel 
stylish, but at the same time free from the 
burdens from society. My sister and I were so 
determined in our childhood pursuit, and we 
were satisfied with horse riding lessons. I still 
think about our aspiration, but truly, can you 
truly ever own a horse?
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us from Texas to hazard a diagnosis in 
“What’s the Matter with Lady Bertram?” 
and our own Dr. Diane Capitani will 
attempt a redemption by “Saving Mr. 
Crawford”. Dr. Sheryl Craig, of the 
University of Central Missouri and editor 

of JASNA News, will enrich our 
understanding of “The Economics 
of Mansfield Park, or ‘How to 
make money’”. Dr. Craig’s talk will 
be most helpful as we will want 
extra funds to spend on trea-
sures and trinkets from Jeanne 
Steen of Figaro Parisian Interiors, 
Laura Whitlock Millinery, and 
of course our friends from Jane 
Austen Books. Add to this a 
special lunchtime preview from 
Dead Writers Theatre Collec-
tive of their production of Emma, 
and you have another reason to 
look forward to spring. You will 
find all registration information on 
the back of this issue, and on our 
website www.jasnachicago.org.

And we won’t stop there. We’re 
cooking up something wonderful 
for June with Denise Norton of 
flavour Cooking School, and 
there can be no argument that 
can sway my opinion that our 
September public meeting will be 
as stimulating and as provoking 
as ever.

So keep the conversation going! 
Check our website www.jasnachi-
cago.org for registration for the 
Spring Gala on May 3rd, Austen 
related events around the greater 
Chicagoland area, and “like” us on 
Facebook to see the Jane Austen 
Quote of the Day from Talk Like 
Jane Austen Day.

The meeting was generally felt to be a 
pleasant one, being composed in a good 
proportion of those who would talk and 
those who would listen;

Mansfield Park, Chapter 25 (II, 7)

I would like to say a heart felt 
“Thank You” to all who attended 
and participated in the February 
meeting and panel discussion of 
“The A’s of Mansfield Park: Archi-
tecture, Acting and Abolition”. 
Our speakers were informative, 
and the open discussion was 
lively and thought provoking. I 
heard from a few of our members, 
in the days that followed, how 
much they enjoyed discussing 
Mansfield Park (some to their 
own great surprise) and that they 
wished we’d had more time to 
continue the discussion. To them 
I say, “Keep the conversation 
going”; in book clubs and blogs, 
and on Facebook and Twitter. 
As was mentioned at both the 
Birthday Tea in December and 
the Winter Meeting in February, 
Jane Austen chose her words very 
carefully, and there is a world 
of information in her concise 
and well-constructed volumes. 
I think Jane would have loved 
Twitter—140 characters are more 
than enough for her “little bit (two 
Inches wide) of Ivory” on which 
she worked “with so fine a brush”.

We will continue our celebration 
of Mansfield Park at our Spring 
Gala at the historic Woman’s 
Athletic Club of Chicago on May 
3rd. Dr. Cheryl Kinney will join 

Programs
Debra Ann Miller, Program Director

Dr. Diane Capitani talks 
moral mayhem.

Dr. Sheryl Craig talks money.

Dr. Cheryl Kinney talks 
medicine.

http://www.jasnachicago.org
http://www.jasnachicago.org
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Day Lewis, who justified never watching 
Downton with, “That is why I left England.”3 
Nor do they equate Downton with literary 
television. For them it’s merely Dynasty 
with a British accent.4

Well, I liked it. Would Jane?

She wouldn’t watch it for the clothes. The 
author who made Mrs. Allen’s “dress was 
her passion” so ridiculous in Northanger 

Abbey would gaze heaven-
ward at my desire to trek 
to the Winterthur Museum 
in Wilmington, Delaware,5 
for a look at the Costumes 
of Downton Abbey 
exhibit running through 
January 4, 2015. “A very 
useful gown happy to go 
anywhere” aren’t the words 

of someone 
willing to go 
anywhere 
to see Lady 
Mary’s 
engagement 
dress. 

And I doubt 
Jane would 
join in the 
same Zenlike 
trance that 
comes upon 
me with the 
first bars of 
Downton’s 
30-second 

intro—not the dog butt shot of Isis, but 
when the servant’s bell rings, the feath-
ered wand dusts the crystal pendants, and 
a single rose petal falls from the arrange-
ment. Watching even just that segment 
works as a great Cool Down. (Probably why 
it’s a YouTube all its own: <http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=U3xnUdt5Zm0>.)

Would Jane Like Downton Abbey?
I went to a college in a town without a 
traffic light, let alone a restaurant or 
theater, so the dating culture was pretty 
dependent on the Artist Series. The way 
it worked for us women was that the guys 
bought two season tickets and it was a big 
date night on campus. So I spent many a 
performance sitting prettily in an evening 
dress, counting the folds of the curtain, 
waiting till my date 
and I could go back 
to my dorm lounge 
for a nice, long chat. 
Except one night. 
I loved the United 
States Navy Band so 
much I leapt to my 
feet with all around 
me to applaud their 
performance. I was 
getting this music 
thing! Imagine my confusion 
when music majors deluged 
the school paper with letters 
of their embarrassment 
and disgust that our college 
would lavish a standing 
ovation on the Navy Band! 

I felt that way again when 
I found out just how many 
Brits loathe Downton Abbey. 
The same Downton Abbey 
that, along with Sherlock, 
got me through The Winter 
of 2014. Sherlock’s own 
Benedict Cumberbatch half-seriously 
called it “a nostalgia trip” and “****ing atro-
cious.”1 New Yorker columnist Hendrick 
Hertzberg decried “‘its blizzards of anach-
ronisms, its absurd soap-operatics, and its 
Oprah-style oversharing between aristos 
and servants.’”2 When Downton glories in 
outmoded class distinctions now consid-
ered painful, many Brits side with Daniel 

Review
Lori Davis

Images from the Downton Abbey exhibit at Winterthur. Photos Courtesy, 

Winterthur. Photography by James Schneck.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3xnUdt5Zm0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3xnUdt5Zm0
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Review
continued

Bigeon, underscore her  
friendships with people not  
her “class.” Dare I say it?  
Perhaps even in Oprah-style 
oversharing.)

• We come to like even 
Downton’s villains. (Isn’t this 
one of Austen’s gifts to litera-
ture? No one would think to 
name a puppy Blifil [sorry, 
Henry Fielding]). But imagine 
how many Willoughbys grace 
our doggie parks!)

• Downton offers the classical music rare in 
weekly television. (Unlike Lady Catherine, 
Jane was a true proficient and, like 
Colonel Brandon, would pay “only the 
compliment of attention.”8)

Even if Downton Abbey is Dynasty with a 
British accent, I suspect Jane might try 
Dynasty. In the Spring 2010 Persuasions, 
Gillian Dow and Katie Halsey make a great 
case for Austen’s eclectic tastes.9 Jane read 
Eaton Stannard Barrett’s gothic parody The 
Heroine; or, Adventures of a Fair Romance 
Reader, as well as William Cowper and 
Samuel Johnson. And let’s face it: the lady 
who conceived Lady Susan Vernon could 
appreciate the way Thomas Barrow works. 
Perhaps she would treat Downton as she 
did Marmion: “Although she was not at first 
impressed, she liked the work well enough 
to buy a copy for her brother Charles in 
January of 1809, and to appropriate some 
lines from it to her own purposes in a letter 
of 1813.”10 

And if those purposes turned to parody, 
what material she’d have! Even Hendrick 
Hertzberg admits, “Not that “Downton 
Abbey” . . . is all bad. Without it, we’d 
never have had this priceless bit of BBC 
snark” <http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=r5dMIXentLw>.11 With Downton 
around to parody, Jane wouldn’t give 
Marmion another glance.

Obviously, for Downton enthu-
siasts, Highclere Castle is as 
much a star as Dame Maggie 
Smith. Would Jane be that kind 
of fan? I think of Mrs. Elton’s 
first visit to Hartfield:

“‘People who have exten-
sive grounds themselves 
are always pleased with any 
thing in the same style.’ 
Emma doubted the truth of 
this sentiment. She had a 
great idea that people who had extensive 
grounds themselves cared very little for 
the extensive grounds of any body else”6 

As sister to the owner, Jane had as 
much bragging rights to Godmersham or 
Chawton House as Augusta Elton had 
to Maple Grove. Yet, I don’t think she’d 
respond to Downton Abbey with Emma’s 
apathy for Maple Grove (too cold). Or Henry 
Crawford’s improver’s enthusiasm for 
Sotherton and Thornton Lacey (too hot). 
But perhaps with Aunt Gardiner’s steady 
appreciation of Chatsworth, Blenheim, and 
the grounds of Pemberley (just right). 

Psychologist Dr. Randolph Shipon outlined 
a variety of reasons7 people (albeit, Ameri-
cans) love Downton, including: 

• There is special interest in the current 
events and gains in technology. (Jane 
might resonate with the Irish Question 
and even more with Mrs. Patmore’s fear of 
the electric mixer.)

• Downton’s subtle dialog and body 
language force us to pay attention. Even 
one raised eyebrow can foretell a romance 
three episodes hence. (As Emma proves, 
Jane was a master of both subtle depic-
tion and the art of detection. She’d love 
the hunt.) 

• Downton gives equal attention to the 
working class. (Jane’s bequests to the 
Godmersham governess, Anne Sharp, 
and to Eliza’s longtime servant, Madame 

Mr. Willoughby?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5dMlXentLw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5dMlXentLw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5dMIXentLw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5dMIXentLw
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continued

explains that Lady Grantham has already 
apologized and restored his job, Dr. 
Clarkson pronounces, “I’d say that was 
game, set and match to Lady Grantham.”

This interchange had me sending the 
Dowager Countess into other novels, the 
way Miss Havisham enters Jasper Fforde’s 
Tuesday Next mysteries. I shot off the idea 
in a Facebook post to my favorite working 
novelist, NYT bestselling author Susan 
Elizabeth Phillips. Her feisty grandma from 
Nobody’s Baby But Mine seemed a perfect 
test opponent.

Lori: “ Okay, here’s a Challenge. Write 
a scene with Annie Glide and the 
Dowager Countess of Grantham in 
the same room.”

Susan:  “OMG! Laughing just thinking 
about it. Brilliant!”15

I’d like to think Jane would think so, too. 
At last Lady Catherine would have some 
new competition. 

Endnotes
1 Laura Miller, The New Statesman, Sept. 5, 2013, <www.newstatesman.com/

tv-and-radio/2013/09/why-do-americans-love-downton-abbey-so-much>.
2  Hendrick Hertzberg, “Abbey Down, Parade Up” Feb 28, 2013, <http://www.

newyorker.com/online/blogs/hendrikhertzberg/2013/02/downton-abbey-
down-parades-end-up.html#entry-more>.

3 Miller.
4 Miller.
5 < http://www.winterthur.org/downtonabbey>.
6 Emma, ch. 32.
7 Randolf Shipon, Ph.D., <http://www.yourtango.com/users/wolfshipon>.
8 Sense and Sensibility, ch 8.
9 Gillian Dow, Katie Halsey, “ Jane Austen’s Reading: The Chawton Years” 

Persuasions 30, no 2 (Spring 2010) s <http://www.jasna.org/persuasions/
on-line/vol30no2/dow-halsey.html>.

10 Dow and Halsey. 
11 Hertzberg.
12 < https://www.goodreads.com/interviews/show/608.Danielle_Steel>.
13  Penelope Hughes-Hallett, My Dear Cassandra: The Letters of Jane Austen, 

94, 1991, (Clarkson N. Potter, 1991), 94. May 24, 1813 letter. For a look at 
Mrs. Bingley’s portrait, visit the Pall Mall exhibit virtually via < http://www.
whatjanesaw.org/>.

14 Dow and Halsey.
15 Facebook post, February 3, 2014.

Let me suggest two 
games Austen might 
approve. The first is a 
warm-up game meant 
to flex your Downton 
muscles: Rock-Paper-
Scissors, Downton-Style. 
In traditional Rock-Paper-
Scissors, two players simulta-
neously make one of three gestures with 
their right hands, and the dominant sign 
wins. Scissors cuts Paper. Paper covers 
Rock. Rock dulls Scissors. But it’s fun to 
think up Downton versions. Here’s mine: 
Carson chides Lady Mary. Lady Mary 
thwarts Lord Grantham. Lord Grantham 
pays Carson. (See diagram for gestures.)

The second game gets a Level Two in diffi-
culty, but would appeal even more. Though 
Danielle Steele says that once her books 
are done she never looks back,12 Jane 
Austen saw her own characters as real, 
their stories ongoing. As when she told 
Cassandra of her disappointment that Mrs. 
Darcy was not on the walls of a Pall Mall 
art exhibit: “I can only imagine that Mr. D. 
prizes any picture of her too much to like it 
should be exposed to the public eye”.13 And 
she bestowed ongoing friendship on charac-
ters not to her own. Nephew James Edward 
Austen-Leigh asserted in his Memoir, 
“Every circumstance narrated in Sir Charles 
Grandison, all that was ever said or done 
in the cedar parlour, was familiar to her; 
and the wedding days of Lady L. and Lady 
G. were as well remembered as if they had 
been living friends.”14

Jane would probably love 
a game I call “Game, Set, 
and Match,” based on 
Season 4, Episode 5, when 
Mrs. Crawley accuses 

the Dowager Countess of refusing to 
make things right after dismissing a new 
gardener for theft. When the gardener 
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http://www.newstatesman.com/tv-and-radio/2013/09/why-do-americans-love
http://www.newstatesman.com/tv-and-radio/2013/09/why-do-americans-love
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/hendrikhertzberg/2013/02/downton-abbey-down-parades-end-up.html#entry-more
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/hendrikhertzberg/2013/02/downton-abbey-down-parades-end-up.html#entry-more
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/hendrikhertzberg/2013/02/downton-abbey-down-parades-end-up.html#entry-more
http://www.winterthur.org/downtonabbey. Exhibit opened Marcy 1
http://www.yourtango.com/users/wolfshipon
http://www.jasna.org/persuasions/on-line/vol30no2/dow-halsey.html
http://www.jasna.org/persuasions/on-line/vol30no2/dow-halsey.html
https://www.goodreads.com/interviews/show/608.Danielle_Steel
http://www.whatjanesaw.org/
http://www.whatjanesaw.org/
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Calendar

Spring Gala
  Saturday, May 3

For more events and programs that will be of interest, visit our website at 
jasnachicago.org, and click on Events>Austen-Related Events.

June 29 Summer Program. Tea and Tidbits with Austen and Friends. 
3:00–5:00 pm. flavour Cooking School, 7401 W. Madison, Forest Park, IL.

September 13 Free Public Program. Jane Austen and the Art of Debate. Led by 
Sara Okey, JASNA-GCR Publications Director. 2:00 pm–4:00 pm.  
Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S. State Street, Chicago.

October 10–12 JASNA Annual General Meeting. Mansfield Park in Montréal: 
Contexts, Conventions and Controversies.
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